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WRITERS UP

MAKING RACING VIABLE
By Michele MacDonald

About 140 representatives of racing in 27 countries
were challenged on September 30 to make the sport
more appealing and more available, both in their own
jurisdictions and through simulcasting of the world’s
biggest events internationally.

“The key question for us is how to secure our future
success,” said Philippe Germond,
president of France’s Pari Mutuel
Urbain while opening the European
Pari Mutuel Association’s fourth
Racing and Betting Business Forum
= in Paris.

“There is no single way,” noted
il Germond, who also serves as
EPMA chairman. “But if we do not
change, if we do not move fast, we
are going to suffer in this changing
world. If we are static, we are
going to be in danger in the next
five to 10 years.”

Germond suggested the creation of new bets and the
use of technology such as Trakus as just two of many
paths racing can take in moving forward. He said that
he favors the installation of Trakus at some French
racecourses.

Michael Ciacciarelli, chief operating officer of the
Wakefield, Massachusetts-based Trakus, spoke during a
session focusing on attracting “a new generation” to
racing. He said the company’s
technology, which produces
visual representations of all
runners’ positions in races
that are generated by tracking
devices attached to tack,
enhances the experiences of
fans.

“Trakus is the answer,”
Ciacciarelli said of the need
for racing to supply the
detailed kind of data that
other sports provide to fans.

While offering a moving
depiction of how horses are changing position during a
race, Trakus also provides data about how far each
horse traveled, giving handicappers specific information
previously not available.

Trakus also has generated virtual scenarios, such as
showing fans animated jockeys’ views for races. Such
presentations were streamed online for Churchill Downs
this spring and were launched with the Singapore Turf
Club on high definition digital video boards.
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Trakus can also drive television graphics for racing as
well as be personalized for mobile devices, Ciacciarelli
said.

Racing around the globe can benefit from Trakus, he
suggested while noting that the same immediate data
can be collected at all racecourses that use the
technology, with current customers including Woodbine
in Toronto and Veliefendi in Istanbul. The data can then
be customized depending on market preferences.

“We welcome the opportunity to become the
common language for horse racing worldwide,”
Ciacciarelli said.

Other speakers at the EPMA forum included Kim
Heng Teo, Singapore Turf Club vice president, who was
one of several executives who underlined a need to
connect fans, from the youngest up, to horses. The
modern world offers people fewer chances to become
attached to horses and naturally progress on to racing,
he noted.

“Where there is passion, the money will follow,” said
Kim, adding that the Singapore Turf Club created a
riding school as one step.

Remy Nilson, chief executive officer of Sweden’s
ATG racing and betting organization, urged his
colleagues to “start in the head of the customer, not
what you want to do yourself.” ATG has relied on focus
group research while trying to meet public
expectations.

“We are trying to give people as much as they want,”
said Nilson, adding that ATG’s website offers free
replays of racing going back several years and other
detailed information.

Rod Street, chief executive of Racing Enterprises Ltd.
in Britain as well as of Racing
for Change and the new British
Champions Series, reported
encouraging growth for racing
in some major categories,
including racecourse
attendance, television
viewership and sponsorship
and broadcast income,
following the launch of Racing
for Change in 2009.

The initiative has included a
staff charged with placing
racing stories in mainstream
media, the formation of racing
clubs for young people at
universities and the promotion
of specific horses via social media.

“Racing for Change isn’t about changing the core
product. All we've got to do is present ourselves, be
more relevant, simplify the language,” Street said. “The
critical thing is to engage with stakeholders and
customers and keep customers at the heart of your
business.”

Cont. p18

Rod Street
Michele McDonald


http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com

TDN v HEADLINE NEWS ¢ 10/1/11 « PAGE 18 of 21 ¢ thoroughbreddailynews.com

-~

When it comes to the exchange of major international
events through simulcasting, William Nader, the former
New York Racing Association executive who now is
executive director of racing with the Hong Kong Jockey
Club, said the key ingredients for success are quality
races, large fields, big betting pools, integrity and
extensive information.

“You must make sure the product is right to make a
really compelling experience for the customer,” Nader
said.

Alex Waldrop, president of the National
Thoroughbred Racing Association, said the “bad news”
for racing organizations in other countries that wish to
simulcast to the United States is the complex nature of
the sport in America, with differing regulatory systems
in 38 jurisdictions. The “good news,” he said, is that
“the U.S. market is open for business.

“Find the right partner (to distribute information and
connect with American wagering outlets),” Waldrop
advised, “and you will find a ready and willing betting

RESULTS

Friday, Santa Anita
SENATOR KEN MADDY S.-Glll, $100,000, SAX, 9-30,
3yo/up, f/m, a6 1/2fT, 1:12 1/5, fm.
1--#@BROKEN DREAMS, 118, m, 5, by Broken Vow
1st Dam: Our Dreamer, by Storm Cat
2nd Dam: One Dreamer, by Relaunch
3rd Dam: Creatively, by Pretense
0/B-Glen Hill Farm (FL); T-Thomas F Proctor;
J-Garrett K Gomez; $60,000. Lifetime Record:
15-5-5-1, $256,433. Werk Nick Rating: A+.
Click for the eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree.

2--Givine (Fr), 118, f, 4, Blackdoun (Fr)--Viguerie (Fr),
by Double Bed (Fr). O-Marsha Naify; B-Gerard Gayet
(FR); T-Julio C Canani; $20,000.

3--Tanda, 123, f, 4, Sweetsouthernsaint--Doc's Stormy
Girl, by Dr. Caton. ($145,000 2yo ‘09 OBSAPR).
O-Tommy Hutton's Dream Stable LLC; B-Kristine L
Mitchell (FL); T-Mike R Mitchell; $12,000.

A Sells at Fasig-Tipton This November with LANE'S END A&

Another IBS 2YO Auction Purchase

Margins: HF, NO, HF. Odds: 5.70, 6.70, 2.80.
Also Ran: Unzip Me, Separate Forest, Waveline. Click
for the brisnet.com chart or the brisnet.com PPs. Video,

sponsored by Taylor Made.

WHAT IS OPPENHEIM
ON ABOUT NOW?

Whether it’s sales, racing or breeding...read
the latest musings from Bill Oppenheim!
You can find all of Oppenheim’s
columns in the TDN Archive.

Sen. Ken Maddy H. cont.

Trainer Tom Proctor, jockey Garrett Gomez and
owner Leonard Lavin’s Glen Hill Farm teamed to win the
Gll Del Mar Derby with Banned (Kitten’s Joy) four
weeks ago, and were back at it on opening day of
Santa Anita’s 24-day autumn meet with the 5-year-old
mare Broken Dreams. Third in the six-furlong Great
Lady M. S. at Hollywood in late May, the homebred
chestnut upended the always-tough Unzip Me (City Zip)
in a valuable, salty allowance over the same course and
distance July 14. Unzip Me regained the winning thread
in the five-furlong Daisycutter H. at Del Mar 12, with
Broken Dreams’ late rally getting her no closer than
fourth, beaten 1 1/4 lengths, and the pair once again
lined up against each other here. The crowd expected a
repeat of the Daisycutter, but backers of the 4-5 Unzip
Me had to be at least a little concerned as she fought
Rafael Bejarano’s hold racing down the hillside course in
second. Frontrunner Separate Forest posted a half in
:43 1/5 before being joined by Unzip Me and second
choice Tanda crossing over the main track, but the fast
fractions set it up for a closer, and the rallying Broken
Dreams, flying up the inside, outfinished Givine for her
initial black-type badge. “Rock and roll is all | can say,”
said Proctor. “She actually ran good last time in the
Daisycutter. The stretch at Del Mar is a little short for
her. It was really one of her better races, and | thought
if she could run that way today, maybe she’d win. It's
nice to see her win a stakes. This was a good bunch of
fillies.” Tanda got the better of Unzip Me for show
honors, but the latter’s trainer took the loss in stride.
“She was kind of on the muscle down the backstretch,”
said Marty Jones. “It might have caught up with her the
last part of it, but she ran hard.”

TODAY'S VIDEO HICHLIGHTS

__HALF [QWE

A LEADING FRESHMAN SIRE
with 11 winners to date including
LAS MALVEGAS, starter in today’s
$150,000 Presque Isle Debutante S.

AN AARON AND MARIE JONES / TAYLOR MADE STALLION

Inquiries to Travis White: (859) 885-3345

Glll Sen. Ken Maddy (SAX) Broken Dreams (Broken
Vow) gets through on the fence to score.

A # will distinguish first-time stakes-winners, a @ will
indicate first-time graded stakes-winners, a A will
denote a first-time Grade/Group 1 winner, a + will
indicate first-time starters, an (S) will be used for state-
bred races, a (C) will be used for maiden-claiming races
and an (R) will be used for other restricted races.
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